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Really Miss Beyer, is there any beauty in your \
pathological sounds and nolses’ or does 1%
sppeel to some other sense?
i‘
|

Apparently ith nothing but nolse.

Miss Hier, were you influenced by the Delius
or Frank Bridge school of composition?

I don't balieve I was influenced by either one
of those schools but I would like to think I
had been influenced by both of them because I
admire both very much.

Mies Hier, your musioc was besutiful and a
genuine deplotion of our countrified 1life.

(NG ANSWER CALLED FOR)

Miss Beyer, what are those welrd sounds?
Perhaps your wild genius or'‘what have you ias
far above we mortals.

Probably.

Miss Beyer, on your piano musie, have you been
influenced by Charles Ivea?

I dontt think so but I admire Charles Ives
very msmch.

¥iss Beyer, the Excerpts from Plano Sultes are

some of the most interesting compositions hsard

in the Composers'! Forum Series. Are they published:?
vhat precedure would you suggest for a writer %o ‘
obtain similar technique?

No, nothing is published:

Thank you very much.
Oome to me and take

none of these piano pleces.
lessons.

Miss Beyerts music is in line with modern tendencies--
very beautiful., Was the last suite excerpt an
earlier work than the others?

No. The Waltz was written in 1930. That was the

first one of the Excerpis.

Using this particular technlque and style, is it no%
difficult to attain an authorifatively individual

style?
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Well, I think it is highly individual. Juet a
matter of taste, or understanding, rather.

String players have had so little experience with
modern music, thelr instruments being primarily
melodic, that I should imagine it would be dif.
fioult for them vayshologically to play MHiss Feyﬂr'a
work. Has this been so?

I think i1t is very dirfioult, and I pitied them
very much.

{
}
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Miss Hyer, please tell us something about your use
of sounds of nature, such as bird onlla,ae a basie |
for composition. Do you favor search outside one~ |
self for means of inspiration?

Bird calls can be used. I have used them a great
deal but of course it has to be done very carefully. |
Birds do not sing in any key, that is, not any ,
so-galled well-tempered keys. They are off key

a great deal of the time. It could be done on the
piano but with other instruments it could bhe done
to better advantage.

For the second part of that queestion, good hard
work is the best way tec bring sbout inspiration.
Hnrd work to begin with end then if you have
ng to say and the technique %o say i1t with,
1nnpi ion should come.

Are yod influenced by Cowell--or ig he influensed

by you? Please enlighten a Jowell admirer.

¥ell I really don't know and probably Mp. Cowell
doesn't know.

Do you play any string instrument? Your Quartet
sounde diagbolical--welrd and ®spooky'. !
I have played the guitar once. And I play onoce 1n

a_yhile a scale on a violin. Thatts all, ,

Could it e possible for one of this e venings
gomposers to improvise on a theme of thelr own
choosing in any of the larger forms? Preferably
one who made & study of 1t%

{(Mr., Pettis) I think it is very possible if
somebody wishes to @o it. 1I¢ 1s not a requisite
for partieipation.

Niss Beyer, I feel your best musie to be Mr. Cowell's,

Why not write more that way? Also isn't 1t more a
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1 shall write ‘some more.Lf{ff] -::;;?l_fgfjjfff”

tour de force to write on three nete and 1nter~:.;~i:

‘mediate tones than musici&nehip?

Miss Beyar, who 18 your favorite modern composer? ;f,

I don't think there 18 any favorﬁte modera

composer. . 1 liXe Baoch. I am influericed: by Bech.
Bach is my. morning prayer and Bach 1s my evening
prpyer. I N - L s

Is it a oonseious move on your part to 1m1tate _
Henry Cowell in all piano suites played except~Av

"\the one written 1n 1935?

oknswer -3

'I think that is entirely Wrong;. s am ot g’

fluenced by or 1m1tat1ng Henry'cowell at all.,&;_-

Mies Beyer, 1f your werk 1s. inﬂicatlve of -
Acontemporary trends’ in muslc, where, oh where -
. do we ' go from here? AR S =

Thanks for the compliment,vAVﬁﬂ ]@;;~* .

Miss Beyer,: Tt 1fstening, ave you. consoious of o

the fact that the tons-clusters in.your two.

piano work preégent -such a conglomerate:mass of, ;,é

. tone, that the effect is merely one of dism. -
hganized sound 1.e.‘ohaos? Have you Heard S
't T IR R Y

' noise and o on. R
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‘eonsciously adopted Rudyard Kipling'e statement
‘male® &8 ., guﬁ61ng principla 1n your composition?

8 played?

'xes I heard 1t played tonight and I believe if
you would.hear 1t sgain or more .often you would

be abls to find something else 1n it tusldes .

Miss Beyer,’ you ‘seen to hava gone your male
pkeceptors one better in gearch for strange and
1neffeot1ve ‘tonal combingtiens. Have you

¥The female of the species is deadlier than the

o




Johanna Y. Beyer - Wednesday Evening - May 20

Movement for two pianos - 1936

Exclerpts from piano suites - 1930 - 1935 - Composer at the
piano \/ )

Suite for piano and clarinet - 1934

1-Total Eclipse

2-Universal - Local

3-To Be

String quartet - 1934

Q-Really Miss Beyer, is there any beauty in your pathological
sounds and noises? Or does it appeal to some other sense?
A-Apparently it is nothing but noise.

Q-What are these wierd sounds? Perhpf»a your wild genius

or what have you is far above the immortals,

A-(Probadbly)

Q-'‘he excerpts from piano suites are some of the most interestinj

Y
compositions heard in the forum series. What procedure would

you suggest for a writer to& similar technics.

A=-Come to me snd take lessons,

o
Q-Using this particul\tecnic and style is it not difficult to

attain an authoritatively individual style?

A-Well I think it is highly individual. Just a matter of
taste or understanding, rather.

Q-String players have had so little experience with modern
music, there instruments being pri marily melodic, that I

,

gshould imagine it would be very difficult for them ‘pefeiriogiOed
to plgy Miss. Beyer's work§ A-I think it is difficult.l have pitiea




Ethel Glenn Hier - May 20

Thems and variations for two planos

Carolina Christmas for string quartet

1-"Cousin Callie's Garden" - = a la capricclo.

2-"A gramp to = Holly Hedge" - andantino

3-"MocKing Birds at Johnson's Pond® - Allegro scherszando

4-"Twilight on the Planation" - Andante ma capriccioso
(Played by Modern Art Guartet)

5-1Four songs for voice, flute, viola, cello and harp, after

poems by Francis Frost and Leonore Speyer.

Q-Miss Hier, your music was beautiful and a genuine depiction of
our countrified life. (No answer called for)

Q-Miss Hier, please tell us something about the use of sounds

of nature, sugh as bird calls, as a basis for composition. You
favor utside oneself for meams of inspiration.

A-Bird calls can be used. I have used them a great deal. But

of course it has to be done very carefully. Birds do not sing

in any key, that is, not any so called well-tempered key. They
are off key a great deal of the time. For the second part of

that question, good hard work is the best way to bring about
indpiration. EHard work to begin with and then if you have anything
to sey and the tecnic to say it with inspirations will come.

Add Beyer:

Q-Who is your favorite modern composer?

A-I don't hhink there is any favorite modern composer. I like

Bach, I am influenced by Bach. Bach is my morning prayer and Bach is my

evening prayer.




